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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER PROTECTION

COMMISSION OF PHARMACY

January 25, 2006
10:00 a.m.
The regular meeting of the Commission of Pharmacy was called to order by Chairman Summa.  The meeting was held in Room #126 of the State Office Building, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

Commissioners Present:


Steve Beaudin


Edith G. Goodmaster

Robert Guynn, R.Ph.

Jean Mulvihill, R.Ph.


William Summa, Jr.
, R.Ph.

Frederick Vegliante, R.Ph.

Staff Present:

Michelle Sylvestre, R.Ph. [Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator]

Others Present:
Sandra Anwiset


Rebecca Bader

Theresa Bakker


Jean Blaser
Michael Bonanno 


Mark Cooney

Bessie DeBassio


Richard DeSecki

Tom Fraser



Steven Gattuso

Stacey Gebler


Gabrielle Hodson

Lukasz Jamrozek


Sebastian Latina

Mimi Liu



Karl A. Nieforth

Kristol K. Oros


Tapan Patel





Usha Patel



Thomas Simenson

Interview of Reciprocity Candidates

The following candidates were sworn in and interviewed by the Commissioners.  Various questions were asked of the individual candidates.  A few of the questions were as follows:

1. Why do you want to be licensed in Connecticut?

2. What are Connecticut’s requirements for continuing education?
3. Have you ever had a problem with drugs and/or alcohol?
4. Have you ever been before a Board of Pharmacy in the past?
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Sandra Jooyunsuh Anwiset
From Illinois

Jean Vaida Blaser


From New Hampshire

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity.

Mary Ellen Glickson

From Pennsylvania

Gabrielle Nicole Hodson

From Virginia

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above applications for licensure by reciprocity pending successful completion of the MPJE Examination.

Constance M. Cholewczynski did not appear before the Commission of Pharmacy.

Eligibility for Reciprocity
Rebecca Bader appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy regarding her eligibility to reciprocate her Georgia pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.  Ms. Bader has not practiced pharmacy in five years.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy deemed Rebecca Bader eligible to reciprocate her Georgia pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.  Commissioner Guynn will work with Ms. Bader to establish a “preceptor” location where she may gain practical experience.  In addition, Ms. Bader was informed about the Connecticut Pharmacists Association (CPA) “refresher” course.
Usha Patel appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy regarding her eligibility to reciprocate her Ohio pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut.  Ms. Patel does not have a minimum TSE score of 55.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy cannot deem Usha Patel eligible to reciprocate her Ohio pharmacist license to the State of Connecticut until she meets the foreign pharmacy graduate examination score requirements.
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‘First Time’ Pharmacy Managers
The following individual appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy as ‘first time’ pharmacy managers:


Jean Blaser



CVS/Pharmacy

Lukasz Jamrozek


Walgreens Pharmacy

Stacey Gebler


CVS/Pharmacy – Colchester, CT


Sebastin Latina


CVS/Pharmacy – Middletown, CT

Jennifer Murphy


Osco Pharmacy – Vernon, CT

Tapan Patel



CVS/Pharmacy – Stamford, CT

Miguel Paxi



Stop & Shop Pharmacy
Request for Pharmacy Internship

Theresa Bakker appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to request permission to apply for a pharmacy internship and a pharmacist license by examination. 

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy granted Theresa Bakker permission to apply for a pharmacy intern registration and a pharmacist license by examination pending documentation of successful completion of the FPGEE, TSE (minimum score = 55) and TOEFL examinations.  
New Pharmacy Applications

CVS/Pharmacy #1775


Tapan Patel
1058 Hope Street



Pharmacy Manager

Stamford, CT 06907


PCT.10417
PCY.2034
Pharmacy Manager Tapan Patel and Pharmacy Supervisor Michael Bonanno appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent CVS/Pharmacy #1775.  The anticipated opening date is February 26, 2006.  Pharmacy Supervisor Bonanno informed Chairman Summa that he can staff this new pharmacy premise.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application:

· pending receipt of zoning approval.
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· provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  
The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.

Commissioner Mulvihill abstained from the vote.

Target Pharmacy #T-2045

Bessie DeBassio

1191 Boston Post Road


Pharmacy Manager

Milford, CT 06460



PCT.7366

PCY.2035
Pharmacy Manager Bessie DeBassio and Thomas Simenson appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Target Pharmacy #T-2045.  The anticipated opening date is the beginning of March 2006.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.

Walgreens Pharmacy #10003

Kristol Oros
134 State Street



Pharmacy Manager

Meriden, CT 06450



PCT.8754
PCY.2033

Pharmacy Manager Kristol Oros and Pharmacy Supervisors Mimi Liu and Larry Beninati appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Walgreens Pharmacy #10003.  The anticipated opening date is March 2006.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above new pharmacy application provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  The pharmacy was classified as a community pharmacy.
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Pharmacy Remodels

Stop & Shop #609*


John P. Fontaine, Jr.
930 North Colony Road


Pharmacy Manager

Wallingford, CT 06492


PCT.4369
PCY.1358 

· The store number will change from #609 to #638 upon completion of the pharmacy remodel.

Pharmacy Manager John Fontaine and Pharmacy Supervisor Mark Cooney appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to represent Stop & Shop Pharmacy #609.  The anticipated remodel completion date is mid-February 2006.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-1) to accept the above pharmacy remodel provided all the requirements set forth in the Connecticut Pharmacy and Drug Laws as enforced by the Commission of Pharmacy are met.  Commissioner Goodmaster was in opposition.
Legal Matters
Pharmacy Files 01-123, 04-63, 04-94, 05-19 and 05-110

Attorney Schwane presented these cases involving pharmacists who committed prescription errors.  The pharmacists have completed the USP Practitioners’ Reporting Network error form and taken the continuing education program concerning prescription errors.  Attorney Schwane recommended that the Commission vote to dismiss these cases.

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to dismiss these cases.

Pharmacy File 05-36/ Docket Number 05-1895
[The Medicine Shoppe, 774 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, CT – PCY.975]

Commissioner Beaudin ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case.  During a routine pharmacy inspection, the Drug Control Division found numerous violations of the pharmacy statutes and regulations.  The violations included controlled substance recordkeeping, the supervision of 
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pharmacy technicians, expired drugs, and confidentiality issues.  Some of these violations occurred after previous warnings by the Drug Control 
Division.  The department believes these violations were substantial and warrant severe penalties.  Therefore, the agreements for the pharmacy and the owner/manager include civil penalties and probation.  The pharmacist cannot manage the pharmacy during the probationary period and must pass the law exam. 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-37/ Docket Number 05-1896
[Robert F. Woodworth – PCT.3909]

Commissioner Beaudin ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case.  During a routine pharmacy inspection, the Drug Control Division found numerous violations of the pharmacy statutes and regulations.  The violations included controlled substance recordkeeping, the supervision of pharmacy technicians, expired drugs, and confidentiality issues.  Some of these violations occurred after previous warnings by the Drug Control Division.  The department believes these violations were substantial and warrant severe penalties.  Therefore, the agreements for the pharmacy and the owner/manager include civil penalties and probation.  The pharmacist cannot manage the pharmacy during the probationary period and must pass the law exam. 

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-128

Commissioner Guynn ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving an incident at a hospital pharmacy.  A non-formulary drug was not able to be administered because it was not ordered or obtained from the patient’s family.  This appeared to be a systems issue.  The recommendation is a dismissal with a Letter of Caution.  The hospital was asked to update its protocol for the procurement of non-formulary drugs.  The department has received the protocol and deems it acceptable.
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (5-0) to dismiss this case.
Pharmacy File 05-146/ Docket Number 05-1897

[Martin B. Soloway – PCT.3277]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who committed two prescription errors within a three-year period.  The agreement calls for a Letter of Reprimand.    

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-65/ Docket Number 05-1904

[Pamela J. Minard – PCT.10041]

Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacist who failed to renew her pharmacist license and continued to practice pharmacy.  Because the pharmacist was a recently appointed pharmacy manager, the department believes that a penalty is appropriate.   The agreement calls for a $500 civil penalty.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-162/ Docket Number 05-1886

[Donna Henry – PTN.4036]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving the voluntary surrender of a pharmacy technician registration.  This technician diverted drugs.   

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-64/ Docket Number 05-1903

[Wal*Mart Pharmacy #10-2163, 465 Bridgeport Avenue, Shelton, CT – PCY.1582]
Commissioner Vegliante ‘stepped down’.  Attorney Schwane presented this case involving a pharmacy that appointed a pharmacist with a 
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lapsed license as pharmacy manager.   The department is recommending a $2,500 fine.  

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (5-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Pharmacy File 05-131/ Docket Number 05-1344
[Laura Coppola – PTN.1861]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving the voluntary surrender of a pharmacy technician registration.  This technician diverted drugs.   

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-39
[Deborah K. Kelly – PCT.7911]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving the voluntary surrender of a pharmacist license.   

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement.

Docket Number 06-5
[Concetta Lyons – PTN.817]

Attorney Schwane presented this case involving the voluntary surrender of a pharmacy technician registration.  This technician diverted drugs.   

Commission Action:  Commissioner Guynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Beaudin and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned settlement agreement subject to the respondent’s signature.

Regulation Update
· Classes of Pharmacy
· The proposed regulations were approved by the Regulation Review Committee on January 24, 2006.  These regulations will be effective upon receipt by the Secretary of State.
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· Nuclear Pharmacy
· The proposed regulations have been approved by the Governor’s office and Office of Policy and Management (OPM).  A public hearing will now be scheduled.
· Influenza Immunization
· The proposed regulations have been approved by the Governor’s office and Office of Policy and Management (OPM).  A public hearing will now be scheduled.
Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that a new numbering system has been implemented for pharmacy cases.  Pharmacy cases will now be tracked by an assignment number issued by the Drug Control Division versus a pharmacy file number issued by the Legal Division.
Attorney Schwane informed the Commission of Pharmacy that he received 13 new cases from the Drug Control Division since the December 28, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.
4
prescription error cases

3 
abuse/diversion issues

3
pharmacy technician ratios
3
miscellaneous issues (i.e. unlicensed pharmacist, breach of confidentiality, etc.)
Miscellaneous
Gregg Jones, Brad Dayton and Tom Fraser appeared before the Commission of Pharmacy to discuss Stop & Shop’s Central Processing Pilot Program.
Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Goodmaster and passed by a vote of (6-0) to close the pilot program and put it into practice.
CE Requests/Waivers
John DeNicola
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to meet the 2005 calendar year continuing education requirement
George P. Grandolfi
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain five (5) live credits (at least one of the total 
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fifteen credits must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law)
Paul Guidice
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain five (5) credits (at least one of the total fifteen credits must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law)
Joanne Litevich
1x Extension through 12-31-2006 to obtain 2 ½ live credits (at least one of the total fifteen credits must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law)
Karen M. Mathews
Transcript Needed from PharmD Program ('2005') – must complete a minimum of one (1) credit (written or live) on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law
Michelle A. Naylor
Waive the requirement for five (5) live credits in the 2006 calendar year – a minimum of one written credit must be on the subject matter of pharmacy law or drug law – this request must be submitted annually
David Wu
Waive the CE requirement for the 2006 calendar year due to National Guard deployment
Commission Action:  Commissioner Vegliante moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the above-mentioned recommendations.

Application to Close the Prescription Department of a Licensed Pharmacy 

Pioneer Health Compounding Pharmacy

Vernon, CT

Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to approve the above-mentioned application to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy.
Application to Close the Prescription Department of a Licensed Pharmacy Pending an Affirmative Inspection by the Drug Control Division 

CVS/Pharmacy #1775, 1058 Hope Street, Stamford, CT 06907
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Commission Action:  Commissioner Beaudin moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (5-0) to approve the above-mentioned application to close the prescription department of a licensed pharmacy pending an affirmative inspection by the Drug Control Division.  Commissioner Mulvihill abstained from the vote.
Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Goodmaster moved, seconded by Commissioner Guynn and passed by a vote of (6-0) to accept the minutes from the December 28, 2005 Commission of Pharmacy meeting.

Legislative Mandates

Commissioner Guynn discussed the collaborative drug therapy management in a community pharmacy two-year pilot program with his fellow Commissioners.  Commissioner Guynn distributed:

1. a handout summarizing the work group, time table and application packet contents.  

A copy of this handout is on file with the Commission of Pharmacy.
2. a copy of the application requesting participation in the two-year pilot program.  The current application is pending the following:

a. change “MINIMUM OF TWO YEARS” to “until pilot program is completed”.

b. eliminate social security number.

c. change “Relevant training, education, expertise, certification (please explain)” to “or clinical experience”.

New Business

Commissioner Guynn informed his fellow Commissioners that the Statewide Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) Exercise will be held on April 19, 2006.  The exercise will be held at various locations consisting of #7 – community PODS (points of dispensing) and #4 – hospital PODS.  A meeting will be held at the University of Connecticut Health Center’s Link Room or Keller Auditorium on February 16, 2006 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to discuss April 19, 2006’s exercise.  Commissioner Guynn respectfully requested that all Commissioners, pharmacists, pharmacies, etc. participate in this valuable exercise.
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Commissioner Guynn asked his fellow Commissioners to consider issuing continuing education credits for a pharmacist’s participation in the Statewide Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) Exercise.  Continuing education credits would be issued for the pre-drill exercise and the exercise itself.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy passed a vote of (5-0) to:

1. grant Commissioner Guynn authority to issue continuing education credits for the pre-drill exercise due to the time constraints associated with submitting the appropriate paperwork.  Commissioner Guynn was authorized to issue one contact hour of continuing education for each hour of the pre-drill exercise.  

2. allow Commissioner Guynn to submit the appropriate paperwork to obtain continuing education credits for the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) Exercise to be held on April 19, 2006.  Commissioner Guynn was authorized to submit the application for one contact hour of continuing education for each hour of the April 19, 2006 exercise.

Commissioner Guynn abstained from the vote.

The Commission of Pharmacy discussed the guidelines/concepts to be considered when reviewing prescription error cases that involve a pharmacist who has not complied with and/or a pharmacy that has not complied with current quality assurance regulations.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy agreed to consider the following guidelines/concepts when reviewing prescription error cases that involve a pharmacist who has not complied with and/or a pharmacy that has not complied with current quality assurance regulations:
1. The pharmacist is responsible for non-compliance.

a. 1st offense – continuing education course concerning prescription errors followed by a Letter of Dismissal
b. 2nd offense – Letter of Reprimand

2. The pharmacy manager is responsible for non-compliance.

a. $500.00 civil penalty

3. The corporation is responsible for non-compliance.

a. $1,000.00 civil penalty
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The Commission of Pharmacy discussed the guidelines/concepts to be considered when reviewing pharmacy cases that involve a pharmacy without a pharmacy manager for a significant period of time.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy agreed to consider the following guidelines/concepts when reviewing pharmacy cases that involve a pharmacy without a pharmacy manager for a significant period of time:

1. $50.00 civil penalty per day that the pharmacy was without a pharmacy manager

2. The Commission would like to suspend the pharmacy license until a pharmacy manager is on site and the necessary paperwork/fees submitted.  The Commission needs to talk with legal counsel for the appropriateness of this action.

The Commission of Pharmacy discussed Medco’s Central Fill Request.

Commission Action:  The Commission of Pharmacy will consider accepting Medco’s Central Fill Request if:

1. the prescription label reflects the following:

a. the prescription number assigned by both pharmacies.

b. the name, address and phone for each pharmacy.

2. there is no exclusivity.  

There being no further business, Chairman Summa adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,

William J. Summa, Chairman
Prepared by:

Michelle Sylvestre, Drug Control Agent/Board Administrator
